@ W & B Exv @ @1 2" ol
A\ \‘_‘j F - KCTCS KENTUCKY STATE

UMNIVERSITY

September 9, 2026

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate

317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510

The Honorable Rand Paul

United States Senate

295 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510

Dear Senators McConnell and Paul,

On behalf of Kentucky’s public universities, we write in support of the Protect College Sports
Act. While no single piece of legislation can address every challenge facing intercollegiate
athletics, this bill is a viable and important step toward establishing a stable, consistent national
framework for college sports.

College athletics is operating in an increasingly uncertain environment shaped by a patchwork
of state laws, ongoing litigation, and rapidly changing rules governing NIL, transfers, eligibility,
and athlete compensation. These challenges affect institutions of every size, from major Power
4 programs to regional universities that rely on athletics to create educational opportunities,
support enrollment, and strengthen community engagement.

The current system is unsustainable. Without a uniform national standard, institutions face
growing uncertainty and competitive imbalances that make long-term planning difficult. At the
same time, rising financial pressures threaten opportunities for student-athletes, particularly in
women’s and Olympic sports.

The Protect College Sports Act provides a meaningful path forward by 1) establishing a uniform
national NIL framework in place of the current patchwork of state laws, 2) strengthening
protections for student-athletes, 3) creating enforceable guardrails around athlete
compensation, and 4) promoting greater stability in transfers and roster management. These
reforms and others in the bill would provide much-needed clarity and consistency for student-
athletes, institutions, and conferences while supporting the long-term sustainability of athletic
departments.

Kentucky’s public universities represent athletic departments of varying sizes, missions, and
competitive profiles, but we share a common commitment to providing meaningful
opportunities for student-athletes and serving our communities through athletics. From
nationally recognized programs to regional institutions, a stable national framework is essential
to preserving educational opportunity, supporting economic activity, and sustaining broad-
based athletic participation. While no legislation can address every challenge facing college
athletics, the Protect College Sports Act represents a significant improvement over the current



fragmented system and an important step toward a more stable, competitive, and student-

centered future.

Thank you for your continued leadership on behalf of Kentucky. We encourage your support
for this legislation and appreciate your consideration of this important issue.

With gratitude,
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Gerry Bradley
President
University of Louisville
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Murray State University
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President
University of Kentucky
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President
Morehead State University
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